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WAVE GENERATOR OF STRAIN WAVE
GEARING

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wave generator of a
strain wave gearing, and particularly relates to a wave
generator having a needle roller bearing.

BACKGROUND ART

In a wave generator of a strain wave gearing, a ball
bearing having flexible inner and outer rings capable of
flexing in a radial direction is commonly mounted on an
ellipsoidal external peripheral surface of a rigid plug. For the
sake of reducing the number of components and making the
wave generator smaller and more compact, the strain wave
gearings being proposed have an inner ring trajectory sur-
face formed directly in the ellipsoidal external peripheral
surface of the rigid plug, skipping the inner ring. Patent
Document 1 proposes a winch for civil engineering and
construction machinery that incorporates the strain wave
gearing of this configuration. Patent Document 2 proposes a
strain wave gearing in which an inner ring trajectory surface
is formed directly in the ellipsoidal external peripheral
surface of the rigid plug, and an outer ring trajectory surface
is formed directly in an inner peripheral surface of a flexible
externally toothed gear, skipping the inner and outer rings.

The strain wave gearing disclosed in Patent Document 1
is known as a flat strain wave gearing, wherein a cylindrical
flexible externally toothed gear is disposed on the inner sides
of two rigid internally toothed gears having different num-
bers of teeth, and the flexible externally toothed gear is made
to flex into an ellipsoidal shape and meshed with both rigid
internally toothed gears by a wave generator disposed on the
inner side of the flexible externally toothed gear.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

[Patent Document 1] JP 05-132292A
[Patent Document 2] JP 03-99257U

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

A flat strain wave gearing is in some cases used as a
hollow strain wave gearing having a hollow part passing
through the center in the axial direction of the device. Wave
generators provided with rigid plugs having a through-hole
formed in the center are used for such a hollow strain wave
gearing. To increase the inside diameter dimension of the
hollow part without increasing the outside diameter dimen-
sion of the device, a hollow through-hole having a large
inside diameter must be formed in the rigid plug. To achieve
this, a roller bearing, particularly a needle roller bearing, of
less radial thickness than a ball bearing is preferably used in
the wave generator.

An object of the present invention, in view of these
matters, is to provide a wave generator of a structure suitable
for increasing the hollow diameter of a strain wave gearing,
and a hollow strain wave gearing having this wave genera-
tor.

Means to Solve the Above Problems

To achieve the object described above, according to the
present invention, there is provided a wave generator of a
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2

strain wave gearing for flexing a flexible externally toothed
gear into an ellipsoidal shape to partially mesh with a rigid
internally toothed gear, and for moving meshing positions of
the two gears in a circumferential direction; the wave
generator characterized in comprising:

a rigid plug and a needle roller bearing mounted on an
ellipsoidal plug external peripheral surface of the rigid plug;

the needle roller bearing having an ellipsoidal inner ring
trajectory surface formed in the plug external peripheral
surface, an outer ring capable of flexing in the radial
direction, an outer ring trajectory surface formed in the inner
peripheral surface of the outer ring, and a plurality of needle
rollers mounted in a rollable state between the inner ring
trajectory surface and the outer ring trajectory surface;

an inner ring trajectory groove extending in the circum-
ferential direction is formed in the plug external peripheral
surface;

the inner ring trajectory surface is formed in a groove
bottom surface of the inner ring trajectory groove; and

an inner-ring-side restricting surface for restricting the
needle rollers from moving in the axis direction is formed in
groove side surfaces on both sides of the inner ring trajectory
groove.

The wave generator of the strain wave gearing of the
present invention has a needle roller bearing, and an inner
ring trajectory surface of the needle roller bearing is formed
directly in the ellipsoidal external peripheral surface of the
rigid plug, skipping the inner ring. Therefore, the thickness
of the bearing in the radial direction can be reduced, and a
hollow through-hole having a large inside diameter can be
formed in the wave generator. Consequently, if the wave
generator of the present invention is used, it is possible to
achieve a hollow strain wave gearing having a large hollow
diameter.

The inner ring trajectory surface is also formed in the
bottom surface of the inner ring trajectory groove formed in
the ellipsoidal external peripheral surface of the rigid plug.
Therefore, the left and right groove side surfaces of the inner
ring trajectory groove function as inner-ring-side restricting
surfaces for restricting the movement of the needle rollers in
the axis direction. Because there is no need to dispose a
separate member in order to restrict the movement of the
needle rollers in the axis direction, the wave generator can
be reduced in size and made more compact.

The inner-ring-side restricting surfaces (groove side sur-
faces) are preferably side surfaces that correspond to the
shapes of both ends of the needle rollers. When both end
surfaces of the needle rollers are flat end surfaces orthogonal
to the center axis of the needle rollers, the inner-ring-side
restricting surfaces are preferably orthogonal side surfaces
that are orthogonal to the groove bottom surface. When both
ends of the needle rollers are shaped as circular truncated
cones tapering outward in the axis direction, the inner-ring-
side restricting surfaces are preferably inclined side surfaces
that are inclined at an angle corresponding to the conic
surfaces of the ends of the needle rollers.

An outer ring trajectory groove extending in the circum-
ferential direction may be formed in the inner peripheral
surface of the outer ring, and the groove bottom surface of
the outer ring trajectory groove may be an outer ring
trajectory surface. In this case, the groove side surfaces on
both sides of the outer ring trajectory groove can be used as
outer-ring-side restricting surfaces for restricting the needle
rollers from moving in the axis direction.

Next, the hollow strain wave gearing of the present
invention is characterized in comprising:
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a rigid internally toothed gear;

a flexible externally toothed gear disposed on the inner
side of the rigid internally toothed gear and capable of
meshing with the rigid internally toothed gear;

a wave generator for causing the flexible externally
toothed gear to flex into an ellipsoidal shape and partially
mesh with the rigid internally toothed gear and causing the
meshing positions of the two gears to move in the circum-
ferential direction, the wave generator being disposed on the
inner side of the flexible externally toothed gear; and

a rotating input shaft composed of a hollow shaft;

the wave generator being provided with the needle roller
bearing of the aforedescribed aspect; and

the rigid plug of the wave generator being formed inte-
grally in the external peripheral surface of the rotating input
shaft.

In the hollow wave generator of the present invention,
because the thickness of the wave generator in the radial
direction is reduced, the hollow diameter of the hollow part
can be increased.

The hollow strain wave gearing of the present invention
can be a flat strain wave gearing comprising a first internally
toothed gear and a second internally toothed gear disposed
along the device axis direction and having different numbers
of teeth as the rigid internally toothed gear, the flexible
externally toothed gear having a cylinder body capable of
flexing in the radial direction and external teeth formed in
the external peripheral surface of the cylinder body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
hollow strain wave gearing to which the present invention is
applied.

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view showing a portion
including the wave generator taken out from FIG. 1.

FIG. 3a and FIG. 34 are a partial perspective view and a
partial cross-sectional view showing the wave generator of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4a and FIG. 45 are a partial perspective view and a
partial cross-sectional view showing another example of the
wave generator of FIG. 2.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

A hollow strain wave gearing according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention is described below with
reference to the drawings.

(Overall Configuration)

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view showing a
hollow strain wave gearing according to the present embodi-
ment. The hollow strain wave gearing 1 has a hollow input
shaft 2, a wave generator 3 that rotates integrally with the
hollow input shaft 2, a flexible externally toothed gear 4, a
first rigid internally toothed gear 5, a second rigid internally
toothed gear 6, and an annular output flange 7. A hollow part
2a of the hollow input shaft 2, circular in cross section,
extends through the hollow strain wave gearing 1 in the
direction of a device axis 1a.

The hollow input shaft 2 is supported in a rotatable state
by the first rigid internally toothed gear 5 via a ball bearing
8. The second rigid internally toothed gear 6 is supported in
a rotatably state by the first rigid internally toothed gear 5 via
a crossed roller bearing 9. In the strain wave gearing 1, the
side that has the output flange 7 in the direction of the device
axis la is referred to as the rotation output side, and the
opposite side is referred to as the rotation input side.
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An output shaft (not shown) of a motor is secured via a
coupling or the like to a shaft end part 256 on the rotation
input side of the hollow input shaft 2. The wave generator 3
is disposed in the external peripheral portion of the hollow
input shaft 2, midway along the direction of the device axis
la. The wave generator 3 has a rigid plug 11 formed
integrally in the external peripheral surface portion of the
hollow input shaft 2, and a needle roller bearing 13 mounted
on an ellipsoidal plug external peripheral surface 12 of the
rigid plug 11.

The cylindrical flexible externally toothed gear 4 is dis-
posed on the external peripheral side of the wave generator
3. The flexible externally toothed gear 4 has a cylinder body
4a capable of flexing in the radial direction, and external
teeth 45 formed in the external peripheral surface of the
cylinder body 4a. The first rigid internally toothed gear 5 and
the second rigid internally toothed gear 6 are coaxially
disposed on the external peripheral side of the flexible
externally toothed gear 4, adjacent to each other along the
device axis la. The first rigid internally toothed gear 5 is
disposed on the rotation input side, and the second rigid
internally toothed gear 6 is disposed on the rotation output
side. The flexible externally toothed gear 4 is made to flex
into an ellipsoidal shape by the wave generator 3. The
external teeth 45 at both major axis ends of the flexible
externally toothed gear 4 flexed into an ellipsoidal shape are
respectively meshed with first internal teeth 5¢ and second
internal teeth 6a of the first and second rigid internally
toothed gears 5, 6.

In the first rigid internally toothed gear 5, the external
peripheral portion protrudes in an annular shape on both the
rotation input side and the rotation output side, forming an
input-side annular part 56 and an output-side annular part Sc.
The ball bearing 8 is mounted between the input-side
annular part 56 and the circular external peripheral surface
portion of the hollow input shaft 2 that is near the rotation
input side with respect to the rigid plug 11.

An outer ring 9a of the crossed roller bearing 9 is secured
in a fastened manner coaxially to the annular end surface in
the output-side annular part 5c¢ of the first rigid internally
toothed gear 5. An annular inner ring 94 integrally formed
in the second rigid internally toothed gear 6 is disposed on
the inner side of the outer ring 9a. An annular trajectory,
rectangular in cross section, is formed between the outer ring
9a and the inner ring 95, and a plurality of rollers 9¢ are
mounted in a rotatable state in this trajectory. The output
flange 7 protruding in an annular shape toward the rotation
output side is integrally formed in the inner ring 95. A
load-side member (not shown) is secured in a fastened
manner to the output flange 7.

A cylindrical cover 21 is attached to the hollow strain
wave gearing 1 from the rotation output side. The cylindrical
cover 21 covers the outer ring 9a of the crossed roller
bearing 9 and the first rigid internally toothed gear 5. An oil
seal 22 is mounted on the inner side of the rotation-output-
side end of the cylindrical cover 21, sealing the rotation-
output-side end surface of the crossed roller bearing 9. An
annular outer ring stopper 23 is secured in a fastened manner
to the rotation-input-side end surface of the input-side
annular part 56 of the first rigid internally toothed gear 5. An
annular inner ring stopper 24 is fastened to the external
periphery of the shaft end part 26 of the hollow input shaft
2.

In the hollow strain wave gearing 1 thus configured, the
number of teeth of the first rigid internally toothed gear 5 is
2n greater (n being a positive integer) than the number of
teeth of the second rigid internally toothed gear 6. Com-
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monly, there are two more teeth. The number of teeth of the
second rigid internally toothed gear 6 and the number of
teeth of the flexible externally toothed gear 4 are the same.
The first rigid internally toothed gear 5 is secured to a
stationary-side member (not shown) so as to not rotate.
When the wave generator 3 is rotated at a high speed by a
motor or the like, the meshing positions of the external teeth
4b and the first and second internal teeth 5a, 6a move in the
circumferential direction. As a result, the flexible externally
toothed gear 4 rotates at a rotational speed that is reduced
according to the difference in the number of teeth between
the first rigid internally toothed gear 5 and the flexible
externally toothed gear 4. The second rigid internally
toothed gear 6, which has the same number of teeth as the
flexible externally toothed gear 4, rotates integrally with the
flexible externally toothed gear 4. Therefore, reduced rota-
tion is outputted to the load-side member from the output
flange 7.

(Wave Generator)

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view showing a portion
including the wave generator 3 taken out from the hollow
strain wave gearing 1. FIGS. 3(a) and (b) are a partial
perspective view and a partial cross-sectional view showing
the wave generator 3. As shown, the wave generator 3 has
the rigid plug 11, and the needle roller bearing 13 mounted
to the ellipsoidal plug external peripheral surface 12 of the
rigid plug 11. The needle roller bearing 13 has an ellipsoidal
inner ring trajectory surface 31 formed in the ellipsoidal
plug external peripheral surface 12, an outer ring 32 capable
of flexing in the radial direction, an outer ring trajectory
surface 33 formed in the inner peripheral surface of the outer
ring 32, and a plurality of needle rollers 34 mounted between
the inner ring trajectory surface 31 and the outer ring
trajectory surface 33. The needle rollers 34 are held in a
rollable state in constant intervals in the circumferential
direction by a cylindrical retainer 35.

Formed in the ellipsoidal plug external peripheral surface
12 of the rigid plug 11 is an inner ring trajectory groove 36
extending in the circumferential direction and having a
constant width and a constant depth. The inner ring trajec-
tory surface 31 is formed in the groove bottom surface of the
inner ring trajectory groove 36. The groove side surfaces on
both sides of the inner ring trajectory groove 36 function as
inner-ring-side restricting surfaces 37, 38 for restricting the
needle rollers 34 from moving in the center axis direction
thereof. In the present example, both end surfaces of the
needle rollers 34 are orthogonal end surfaces that are
orthogonal to the center axis of the rollers. Corresponding to
this, the inner-ring-side restricting surfaces 37, 38 on both
sides of the inner ring trajectory groove 36 are orthogonal
side surfaces that are orthogonal to the inner ring trajectory
surface 31.

An outer ring trajectory groove may be formed in the
inner peripheral surface of the outer ring 32, and the bottom
surface of this outer ring trajectory groove may be an outer
ring trajectory surface. In this case, groove side surfaces on
both sides of the outer ring trajectory groove can be utilized
as outer-ring-side restricting surfaces for restricting the
needle rollers 34 from moving in the center axis direction
thereof.

FIGS. 4(a) and (b) are a partial perspective view and a
partial cross-sectional view showing another example of the
needle roller bearing 13. The needle roller bearing 13A
shown here has an ellipsoidal inner ring trajectory surface 41
formed in the ellipsoidal plug external peripheral surface 12,
an outer ring 42 capable of flexing in the radial direction, an
outer ring trajectory surface 43 formed in the inner periph-
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eral surface of the outer ring 42, and a plurality of needle
rollers 44 mounted in a rollable state between the inner ring
trajectory surface 41 and the outer ring trajectory surface 43.

An inner ring trajectory groove 46 extending in the
circumferential direction and having a constant width and a
constant depth is formed in the ellipsoidal plug external
peripheral surface 12 of the rigid plug 11. The inner ring
trajectory surface 41 is formed in the groove bottom surface
of the inner ring trajectory groove 46. The groove side
surfaces on both sides of the inner ring trajectory groove 46
function as inner-ring-side restricting surfaces 47, 48 for
restricting the needle rollers 44 from moving in the center
axis direction. Both end surfaces of the needle rollers 34 are
shaped as circular truncated cones tapering outward. Cor-
responding to this, the inner-ring-side restricting surfaces
47, 48 on both sides of the inner ring trajectory groove 46
are inclined side surfaces that are inclined outward at an
angle less than 90 degrees in relation to the surfaces orthogo-
nal to the inner ring trajectory surface 41.

An outer ring trajectory groove 56 extending in the
circumferential direction and having a constant width and a
constant depth is formed in the inner peripheral surface of
the outer ring 42. The outer ring trajectory surface 43 is
formed in the groove bottom surface of the outer ring
trajectory groove 56. The groove side surfaces on both sides
of the outer ring trajectory groove 56 function as outer-ring-
side restricting surfaces 57, 58 for restricting the needle
rollers 44 from moving in the center axis direction. The
outer-ring-side restricting surfaces 57, 58 are inclined side
surfaces that are inclined at an angle corresponding to the
conic surfaces of both ends of the needle rollers 44.

The example described above is an example in which the
present invention is applied to a wave generator of a flat
strain wave gearing. The present invention can similarly be
applied to a wave generator of a cup-shaped strain wave
gearing or a silk-hat-shaped strain wave gearing.

The invention claimed is:

1. A wave generator of a strain wave gearing for flexing
a flexible externally toothed gear into an ellipsoidal shape to
partially mesh with a rigid internally toothed gear, and for
moving meshing positions of the two gears in a circumfer-
ential direction; the wave generator comprising:

a rigid plug having an ellipsoidal shape and a needle roller
bearing mounted on an ellipsoidal plug external periph-
eral surface of the rigid plug, wherein

the needle roller bearing has an ellipsoidal inner ring
trajectory surface formed in the plug external periph-
eral surface, an outer ring capable of flexing in a radial
direction, an outer ring trajectory surface formed in an
inner peripheral surface of the outer ring, and a plural-
ity of needle rollers mounted in a rollable state between
the inner ring trajectory surface and the outer ring
trajectory surface;

an inner ring trajectory groove is formed in the plug
external peripheral surface and extends in a circumfer-
ential direction of the plug external peripheral surface;

the inner ring trajectory surface is formed in a groove
bottom surface of the inner ring trajectory groove; and

an inner-ring-side restricting surface for restricting the
needle rollers from moving in an axis direction thereof
is formed in groove side surfaces on both sides of the
inner ring trajectory groove; and

an outer ring trajectory groove is formed in an inner
peripheral surface of the outer ring and extends in a
circumferential direction of the inner peripheral sur-
face;
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the outer ring trajectory surface is formed in a groove
bottom surface of the outer ring trajectory groove; and,

outer-ring-side restricting surfaces for restricting the
needle rollers from moving in the axis direction thereof
are formed on groove side surfaces on both sides of the
outer ring trajectory groove.

2. The wave generator of the strain wave gearing accord-

ing to claim 1, wherein

the groove side surfaces are:

orthogonal side surfaces that are orthogonal to the groove
bottom surface, or

inclined side surfaces that are inclined at an angle less
than 90 degrees in relation to surfaces orthogonal to the
groove bottom surface.

3. A hollow strain wave gearing characterized in com-

prising:

a rigid internally toothed gear;

a flexible externally toothed gear disposed on an inner
side of the rigid internally toothed gear and capable of
meshing with the rigid internally toothed gear;

a wave generator for causing the flexible externally
toothed gear to flex into an ellipsoidal shape and
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partially mesh with the rigid internally toothed gear and
for causing meshing positions of the two gears to move
in a circumferential direction, the wave generator being
disposed on an inner side of the flexible externally
toothed gear; and

a rotating input shaft composed of a hollow shaft, wherein

the wave generator is that according to claim 1, and

the rigid plug of the wave generator is formed integrally
in an external peripheral surface of the rotating input
shaft.

4. The hollow strain wave gearing according to claim 3,

wherein

a first internally toothed gear and a second internally
toothed gear disposed along a device axis direction and
having different numbers of teeth are provided as the
rigid internally toothed gear, and

the flexible externally toothed gear has a cylinder body
capable of flexing in a radial direction and external
teeth formed in an external peripheral surface of the
cylinder body.



